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Cuomo: We could go bankrupt absent pension reform

by Rick Karlin

March 14, 2012

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is keeping up the rhetoric on his pension reform push, telling the Capitol Pressroom’s Susan Arbetter that “cities and counties in this state could go bankrupt,” absent some kind of change.

This comes as the governor has basically told legislators he would put pension changes in an extender bill if it’s not in by the April 1 budget deadline (which would mean lawmakers could be blamed for a government shut down) and that localities would have to lay off more and more public employees due to skyrocketing pension costs.

The governor took a softer stance on redistricting, noting that lines drawn by the court so far aren’t a lot different from what lawmakers contrived. “The magistrate clearly took incumbency into consideration,” said Cuomo.

“There is no panacea. There is no perfect answer. This is a highly partisan political debate,” he added.

Cuomo said something similar yesterday. He again offered no backup for the statement, and his claim is contradicted by a sworn affidavit filed by the court’s resident expert, Nathan Persilly. Colby Hamilton has a good side-by-side comparison of the maps showing how different they are.

It appears that the governor is easing his LATFOR veto threat here, since a veto could lead to the court’s taking over redistricting for state lawmakers, which Cuomo said, would lead us back to lines that are similar to those drawn by incumbent lawmakers. Already, a court has seized control of congressional redistricting. Yesterday and today, Cuomo signaled openness to a compromise that would include a constitutional amendment, statute, and approval of the second draft of legislative lines.

Otherwise: “It will just be, 10 years from now, same players, same stage, same act.”

Does this mean that some sort of trade: lines for Tier VI is in the offing? The two topics have nothing to do with one another and we wouldn’t expect the governor or lawmakers to come out and say that, but it wouldn’t be the first time that disparate items have been horse-traded in the budget-building process.
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